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MEMORIAL MASS PLANNED FOR EDWIN ''SANDY" KING,
ONE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S MOST POPULAR PROFESSORS
DAYTON, Ohio- A memorial Mass will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4, in the
Immaculate Conception Chapel at the University of Dayton for Edwin (Sandy) King, professor
emeritus of history and one of the University of Dayton's most popular professors. A reception
will be held in the Torch Lounge in Kennedy Union after the service.
King, 81, died Nov. 29. He specialized in European history and taught an estimated
20,000 students. In alt his career at UD spanned more than four decades.
Colleagues praised his devotion to teaching and remembered him as someone "who
always faced the world with optimism and kindness/' according to Patrick Palermo, professor
of history and close friend.
"He was a man of great humor and curiosity. He was very community-oriented and
socially involved," he said. "He modeled the kind of behavior others would emulate and
respect and was a gentle mentor for me. As a graduate student, I remember how he showed me
what it meant to be a good teacher in terms of being solicitous and upholding high standards."
The Rev. James Heft, S.M., appreciated King's dry wit and inquisitive mind. "He taught
history as though he was an eyewitness to it all/' said Heft, chancellor and professor of faith
and culture.
Actor and author Don Novello, best known for his role as Father Guido Sarducci on
"Saturday Night Live/' said he will never forget how King touched his life. One day, the
professor showed an old war film that depicted soldiers being lined up and shot as if part of a
firing squad. "They jerked and fell over. It was very Keystone (Cops-like), and people laughed.
This man turned off the projector, closed his briefcase and walked out. Everyone just sat there.
It was silent. I will always remember that because he cared enough/' said Novello during a

speech on campus in March as part of the Erma Bombeck Writers' Workshop.
King also cared enough to avoid lecturing Novello during his freshman year on his poor
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study habits- a move that would have turned him off of college. "You know how you go up
to the professor and ask if you can do anything extra? He asked me, 'How old are you?' I said
that I was 19. He said, 'When I was 19, I didn't feel like studying, either.' He passed me. The
lesson I learned was kindness and generosity. What better lesson can you take away from a
school than that?"
King's nearly lifelong involvement with the University of Dayton had humble, noble
beginnings. World War II interrupted his college plans as he served with the 1st Army Press
Corps and participated in the landing at Omaha Beach and the Battle of the Bulge. After the
war, he witnessed the Potsdam Conference, where he recalled being "so close to Churchill and
Stalin that I could have reached out and touched them." Using the G.l. Bill, King enrolled at the
University of Dayton, where he served as senior class president and earned a bachelor's degree
in social studies in 1949. He received a master's degree in American history in 1950 from Case
Western Reserve University. King taught at Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa, until a faculty
position opened up at UD in 1953. In 1982, he won the College of Arts and Sciences' Teacher
of the Year award. As part of UD' s study abroad program, King taught in Geneva, Florence,
Vienna and London. He retired in 1986, but continued to teach and direct the Miriam Media
Center until1993.
For five years, the King family lived on campus in faculty housing in what's now a
parking lot outside St. Mary's Hall. "My backyard was the campus," remembered Bob King,
his son.
11

As I grew older, I saw that he did not just have a 'job' like other fathers. It was always

something more than that. Dedication and commitment didn't have to be taught," he wrote in a
1988letter when his father received the Lackner Award for making a significant contribution to
UD' s Catholic and Marianist character. 11 As an undergraduate at the University, I would often

stand outside his classes and listen to him lecture. Hearing him I realized what it really meant
to be a professor. His lectures were more than just history lessons. They were, rather, actual
beliefs that he professed to his students and the world."
Survivors include son, Robert, and grandchildren, Samuel, Tovah and Shana, of Merced,
Calif.; daughter, Loretta King-Jackson, son-in-law, John, and grandson, Sean, of Dayton; and
sister, Patsy Rousculp, of Tipp City.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Hospice of Dayton, 324 Wilmington Ave.,
Dayton, OH 45420.
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